Decenber 13, 19252

Dr. A, Fellx

Centrul Fataric deference Laboratory
Colindale Avenue

lLondon ™¥ 9, Fngland

Dear Dr. Felix:

I an writing to ask whether you know of the existence of any phages
which may have 2 wide host range over uany Selmonella groups. Such a g6
would be very useful for the extension of our traffuction studies,
isolates that I have examined eoc far have proved to be "rough-sppeific”,
l.e., with proforentizl acticn on rough vsrlants, and sre evidsntly uansuitable
for ay needs, Judglng froa preliminary tesws. To dute, our studies have been
confined to groups B and U of 3zlmoneile, reflecting the host range of our
best suited phage (FLT-22: carried by Lilleengen's S. typhimurium type 22).

Thank you fur the numsrous rsprints that huve been received. I shall be
pleased tu continue thls exchange.

day 1 make u briel couzont on the recent nots by andevson and youraslf
on Vi-adaptation.(I have had an intuitive feeling that this story would turn
out this way, and should have writtea to you some long time ago for your com-
ment). I wonder if there 1s not some relationship between Novick and Szilard's
study on “"phenotypie bisnding"” of T2 and T, phages grown in mixedly infected
I, ooll cells, and the interaction of phages in S, typhi. Their work appeared
in 8cience, Jan. 12, '51. It has been confirmed briefly by Hsrshey (Carnegie
Institution Yearbook p. 197, for 1950-51). In fact, one might speculats whether

X some of Wepjls & Bergahi's results might not also result from an interaction
with a oryptic phage.

I had a letter recently from a Professor Crézé (at Angers) citing his
experiment of a coaversion of 8. typhl from one Vi type to another by treatment
with killed cells of 3. parattyphi B Ransoa. The only trouble is that his
starting strain, which he assigned a ¥1 type, was also called H301l! I have
suggested that he conmunicate with you on this spectacular result.

Yours sincerely,

)
j Joshua Lederberg
iy ,

P.3. You may be interested in some of our recent saroii;;ic transductions y A
sunmarized in the enclosure. Dr. Joan Taylor should be getting most of these
soon via. Bruce 3tocker, and should be freely available.



